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THE LOVE IN ROMANS 16:17-18,

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and offences contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them, .. . - .

"For they that are such serve not our Lord
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good = ”
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of
the simple."

This passage of Scripture is used much by us in ...
our congregational and private lives as Christians.
It tells us clearly that it is our gracious God's = =
will that we avoid those who come along with- teach= ol
ings or practlces which do not agree with the aposto-
lic WOrd, and who cause divisions in the church ‘and -
set traps which can destroy faith. The ‘word "avoid":.
is clear, and it is broad. It surely forbids.anyjand
all religious fellowship, whether public or private,.
with those who are promoting or supporting false:-
doctrine!l

"But, in all honesty, haven't we at tlmes felt
uncomfortable about that Scriptural principle of sep-... .-
-aration which is taught in this and other passages of .-
Scrlpture? Religious separation is very unpopular .
in our” day, since it is just the opposite of the rer. . ..
© ligious unionlsm (otitward union without unity in con-. -
fe551on) w'1ch is béing pushed by most churches in
our day.; Obeylng God in this matter can lead us in-
to some vérY‘awkward and trying situations, and our:
flesh shies away from such difficulties. How hard
it was during the recent war for some of our boys to
refuse, to attend the religious services on base- fonii
gether with their buddies -~ and then to have.to de-
fend thelr'separatlon ‘before their commanding offi-
cer}l How dlfflcult it can be to tell friends or re-
latlves whom we are visiting that we cannot join them .
in th r‘worshlp or prayer because we do not share -
the ’ same Scrlptural confe551on! How uncomfortable
it can be ‘to say "No' ‘when we are asked to support. a
United Fund drive in our ecommunity -- to say ''No!'.
becaiise some’'of the monéy we give would be used:to |
support such religious or semi-religious groups as
the Salvation Army or Boy Scouts! Our common sense
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other Christians in their worship or prayers or
church work? Doesn't love :démand rather that we take.:
part in such religious activities with: themy Test we .
hurt their feelings or disturb their conscieénces? ;. ;.

It will always be difficult for us .to dpply the
separation principle, espec1ally in our everyday .
lives, simply because bf”that flesh that we all carry
around with us, But there is something in ‘this pass-
age, Romans 16:17-18, which can_help our spirits to
follow God's will in this matter. -—- 1t's the love
that we find in this passage. - Ve, can, ;n fact, speak
about three areas of love that, bcrlpture ‘connects
with the admonition to- av01d.

God's Love to Us

First, there is God's love to us.  God wouldn't
have to give us a reason for asking us to avoid thosef
who support religious error. He could s1mply tell us -+
to avoid, for He is God! But God, in His wisdom, '
chose to give us a reason. 1In verse 18, He points out -
that . false teachers are dangerous -- through the
good words and: fair speeches' w1th whlch theygf".m”
clothéd their errors, they are able to deoelve Chvls_
tians in ‘their simple; child-like faith! God is ¢
therefore speaking to us .in Hls love when He asks us
to avoid. He wants to keep our souls safe from the
‘deadly leaven and gangrene of religious error. When
we hear the word "avoid," we should recognlze the-
voice 0f the Good Shepherd, as He carriés out’ for us
His promise: "I give unto. them (my sheep) eternal llfe,
and they shall never perish, .neither shall any man
plick them out of my hand.“ (John 10: 28) :

Our Love to God

But there is also our love toward God. This love
is, of course, but-a faint re* ectlon of His love to"
us, for He so loved us that He gave Hls dearest Trea-~
sure, Jesus Christ, into death for our salvatlon. ‘But
if we have received this love of God for us in falth,
we will also love Him in return. For Scripture says:
"ye YOve Him, because He first loved us." (I John h:
19) - 4And how:will this love express 1tself° The Blble
tells us: "This is the love of (toward) Go6d, "that we:
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keep His commandments: and His commandments are not

g ievous." (I John 5:3) So surely as. the Gospel has
created faith and love in our hearts, we will want to
heed the will'of our .heavenly Father, even when He in: -
His love ‘asks us to do something that is difficult

for our flesh --. like avoiding. .How can. this command-’
ment to separate ourselves from rellglous errorlsts
really be 'grievous,! when God's purposes to us are e
so full of Hls awn love° . e

We must never forget that we are to fear, love, .
and trust.in God above all things. - It was surely not -
easy for. Abraham to go and sacrifice his -sony his op-
ly son,, hls beloved son, the son in whom the promlses
of the Sav1or were centered. It was indeed hard for
him to do thls, ‘but we are told that he got up early
the very. next morning and proceeded-to carry out God's
will.: The love of Abraham towdrd -God was deeper even
than his love toward his own’ flesh and blood. : And
this was right and proper, for as the 'Lord tells us:
"He that loveth father or mother moré’than me is not
worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.'" (Matt. 10:37) Will
not our love to God prompt us also to be quick and
rcady to heed Lilg will, even uhen He asks us to
Yavoid" religious fellowship with those who may be
near and dear to us?

_ Luther, in his commentary on:-Ephesians 63112, -
puts the matter of obedience to God's Word very poin-
tedly. Notlce that he is speaking about this very
matter of separatlon from those who.uphold error:

"Thig (attainment of eternal life) is- so great a
good that no human’ heart is able to grasp it.
{Therefore it 1nvolves 'also a great and hard flght
and yet it happens s0 every easily that a person
loses it forever by not holding on to the precious
Word with all his strength.) And indeed it must
not be treated-se-lightly as the world does, and as
“some foolish people assert, who are deceived by the
‘devil in the matter:of. the Sacrament, or another
 error, ‘and who say- that we should not fight so hard
about a slngle_arthle_of faith, and so forth, and
for'its sake ‘destroy Christian love, even to the
point of consigning each other to the devil. But
rather, so ‘they say, although we err on one small
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point, since we agree on everything else, we should
yield a little and give in, and thus preserve
Christian unity or fellowship. No, my dear man,
do not talk to me about peace and unlty if thereby
God's Word is lost, for then eterhal 11fe and ev-
erything else would be lost. In this ‘it ter there
cart be no yielding nor any - ‘giving:..in, no,,not for
love of you or any other person; but gverything
must’ yleld ‘to the Word, whether it be friend or
foe. For the Word was not given for the sake of
outward or worldly peace and unity, but rather for
the 'sake of eternal life. The Word and doctrine
shall create Christian unity or fellowship. Where
theré is agreement in doctrine, the rest will sure—
ly followg Whére there is no such agreement, no
unity remains.” Therefore do not talk:to me- about
love and friendship if that means- breaklngxw1th the
Word or faith. For it is not love but ‘the Word A
that brings eternal life, God's grace, and all hea-. .
venly treasures.'" (St. Louis Walch, IX:831)
Thus obedience to God's Word, including the principle -
of separation, must ever be part of our liféfand walk ...
as Christians. Such obedience dare never be set a-
side by appeals to what some wrongly call "love" to
others! -
Qur Love to OurhNeighbor

Seitn L
Findlly, there is our love toward our neighbor. ..
This too is' a fruit of Christian faith, one which we-
will surely want to exercise. But are we indeed show-'
ing love to Others when we tell them that we cannot

join them in religious fellowshlp because of the er-
rors whl H separate us? ‘‘Indeed this is love, for

those errors are, accordlng to God's own Word, danger-
ous to thelr salvation. “Scripturé admonishes us to -
"speak Fhe truth in love."(Eph. 4:15) (e owe such peo-
ple the truth because we* owe them lovel::

An example would be in place here._ Do you remem-
be how Peter on one occasion urged Chrlst not to go to
Jerusalem to suffer and d1e° Peter' S 1ntent10ns were,
humanly :speaking, very noble -- he wished to spare
Christ from such a horrible ordeal. And yet Peter's
suggestion brought forth from Christ the stinging re-~
buke: "Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence
unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of

.



God, but those that be of men.' (Matt. 16:23) It was
Christ's love to Peter that called forth these words.
Peter was entrapped in a religicdus error, and Christ
wanted nothing more than to free him from his wrong
and dangerous beliefs.

Here is another example from everyday life. A
doctor discovers that his patient has a cancer which
can be cured if an operation is promptly performed.
Does he show love to that patient if he hides the
fact and pretends that everything is satisfactory?
Hardly! Neither would we be showing love to those
whose souls are being exposed to false doctrine if we
should join them in religious fellowship and thereby
cover over or make light of the danger that is con-
fronting their souls. Again, we owe them the truth,
because we owe them love.

When a Christian, ifl a loving way, suggests to a
friend or relative that he cannot join him in prayer
or worship because the two of them do not share the
same Scriptural confession, nothing but gcod can re~
sult. That neighbor may, because of his flesh, at
- first resent such words, but he will surely remember

them and ponder them. A4And if he is in time led to
investigate the teachings of his erring church body
in the light of Scripture, the Holy Spirit may there-~
by lead him away from its errors into a church body
that is completely faithful to the Word. This bless-
ed result has happened on more than one occasion!

Let it be recognized, then, that when we refuse to
participate in prayer or worship or church work with
those who deviate from God's Word, this is indeed an
act of love to them. For by such God-directed avoid-
ing on our part, they may be moved to see the serious-
ness of the errors with which they are associated!

In Sumrary

So we see, then, that there is really a lot of
love which Scripture connects with the ""avoid! of Ro-
mans 16:17-18. There is God's protecting love to us.
There is our obedient love to God. And there is our
concerned love to those who are involved in religibus
error. May all this love prompt us to a willing obed-
ience to this important commandment of our gracious
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and wise God! ~-C. Kuehne

-5~







